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On Oct. 11 in Washington, Revolutionary Democratic Front (FDR) leader Ruben Zamora told
reporters that the Salvadoran rebels (Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front-FMLN) would
support a negotiated settlement to the war if agreements in three basic areas are established. The
first concerns a ceasefire agreement, and disposition of the government and guerrilla armies.
Another agreement would establish rules guaranteeing a pluralistic political system and respect
for civil liberties and human rights. Finally, said Zamora, there would be guarantees for private
enterprise, so long as the business community pays taxes, and trade unions have freedom to
organize. Zamora's statements were understood as a possible indication that the Salvadoran left has
decided to accept more "moderate" social change. The experience of the Sandinista government in
Nicaragua, said Zamora, illustrates the dangers of a radical reform program. "We have learned a lot
from the Nicaraguan experience...The US government has the capacity not to defeat a government
like the Sandinistas, but has the capacity to ruin whatever social and economic programs (a
revolutionary government) has in mind," he said. Zamora stated that US support for the Salvadoran
government has contributed to the current political crisis in that country, and a surge of anti-US
sentiment. "The United States controls the El Salvadoran army. If the United States told the army
it would not get any more ammunition (until it moved toward a political settlement), imagine the
reaction," he said. Zamora was in the US discussing the new political party he helped form in El
Salvador, the National Revolutionary Movement. Recently, the party announced its decision to run
in the March 1989 presidential elections. Heading the ticket is Guillermo Ungo, a one-time ally of
President Jose Napoleon Duarte. The Salvadoran politician said that the FDR will participate in
the elections as long as its candidates are guaranteed freedom of movement, including security for
its nominees; access to the mass media; and, fair treatment from Salvadoran civilian and military
authorities. According to Zamora, today a new "political dynamic" exists in El Salvador in support of
a negotiated settlement. He said the FMLN has adopted a neutral position toward FDR participation
in the elections. A major objective of FDR candidates, said Zamora, is to rally public support for
negotiations to achieve a political settlement to the civil war. The FDR has been allied with the
FMLN since the early 1980s. Since 1980, more than 60,000 Salvadorans have died in the civil war. The
vast majority of war victims have been attributed by human rights groups to government security
forces and rightist para-military groups known as death squads. Zamora said that he fears the
rightwing ARENA party can win the March election and bring on a new cycle of "repression" and
"human rights abuses." Zamora said he met with advisers to Democratic presidential candidate
Michael Dukakis. He said he believes Dukakis is "more open to the idea of a political settlement"
in El Salvador than Republican candidate George Bush. He added that he has not been able to
schedule an appointment with members of Bush's staff. (Basic data from UPI reports, 10/11/88)
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